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Gateway USA Mission Center 
“Pre-Conference Packet” 

 

Gateway MC 2025 Annual Fall Conference 
And Business Meeting 

 

“As the Spirit Leads…” 
 

Date: Saturday, November 15, 2025 

Location: Kirkwood Community of Christ, 

Time: 9:30 Gathering  

Worship & Business 10:00 am – 3:00 pm  

(Lunch will be Provided) 
 

Proposed Agenda Items 
 

Sustaining Mission Center Leadership Team 
 

The following officers will be presented for a sustaining vote of the Mission Center Conference for 
2026:  
 

Presidents Team* (MCP) –  Cheryl L. Saur (Team Chair) 
Julie Mahoney 

     Travis Harder 
     Craig Ward 
     Kathy Nichol 
Financial Officers Team (MCFO) –  Ron Saur (Team Chair) 
     Susan Dayton    
     Bob Nichol 
Mission Center Invitation Support Minister – Ruth Richardson 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Sustaining Mission Center Recorder 
 

The following person will be presented for a sustaining vote of the Mission Center Conference for 
2026: 
 

Recorder – Cheryl L. Saur 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Sustaining the Mission Center Council* 
 

The Mission Center Council consists of the Mission Center Leadership Team, a pastor or pastor 
designee from each congregation as a congregational ministry representative, Youth Ministries 
Co-Coordinators, and a Camp Woodland Hills Board Representative. Also invited to attend is a 
member of the Evangelist Team who has membership within Gateway Mission Center. This body 
is presented to the Conference for a sustaining vote for 2026. 
 

MCP Team: Cheryl L Saur, Julie Mahoney, Travis Harder 

MCFO Team: Ron Saur, Susan Dayton, Bob Nichol  

MCISM: Ruth Richardson 

Congregational Ministry Representatives: Pastor or designee from each Gateway Congregation 

Camp Woodland Hills Rep: To be appointed by CWH Board 

Youth Ministries Coordinators: Lindsay Gleeson and Melissa Thomas 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Sustaining the Youth Council Members* 
 

The Mission Center Youth Council consists of the Youth Ministries Coordinator as Chair, Mission 

Center Camping Committee Co-Chairs/Designees, and four members as appointed by the Youth 

Ministries Coordinator. This body is presented to the Conference for a sustaining vote for 2026. 
 

MC Youth Ministries Co-Coordinators: Lindsay Gleeson and Melissa Thomas  

MC Camping Committee Co-Chairs: Cheryl Saur or Designee and Ron Saur or Designee 

4 Members appointed by MC Youth Ministry Coordinator: 

• Deann Leonard 

• Vacant 

• Vacant 

• Vacant 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Sustaining of the Mission Center Camping Committee* 
 

The Mission Center Camping Committee consists of a Mission Center President/Designee as Ex-

Officio and Co-Chair, Mission Center Financial Officer/Designee as Ex-Officio and Co-Chair, 

Youth Council Team Lead, Camp Woodland Hills Board Representative, one Member appointed 

by the Mission Center President, Communications/Event Registrar as a non-voting member and 

the Reunion Director(s). This body is presented to the Conference for a sustaining vote for 2026. 
 

MCP or Designee as Ex-Officio & Co-Chair:  Cheryl Saur or Designee  

MCFO or Designee as Ex-Officio & Co-Chair:  Ron Saur or Designee 

Youth Council Lead:      Lindsay Gleeson  

CWH Board Rep:      To be appointed by CWH Board* 

Communications/Event Registrar (non-voting):  Melissa Thomas 

Reunion Co-Directors for 2026:    Corrin Sherman & Erica Ballantyne   

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

Sustaining of the Mission Center Functional Areas of Ministry* 
 

The Mission Center Functional Areas of Ministry Chart consists of many volunteer leaders in 

various areas of ministry on behalf of the mission center. This body is presented to the Conference 

for a sustaining vote for 2026.  
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Election of Camp Woodland Hills Board of Directors* 
 

The terms of office for Jeremy Braun, Lindsay Gleeson, Deann Leonard, and Aaron Williams 
expire on December 31, 2025. The Conference will elect four (4) persons to serve three-year 
terms (January 1, 2026 – December 31, 2028). 
 
 

Note: Current Board Members, the date that their terms expire, and Congregation: 
 

 

Jeremy Braun (2025) (Arnold) 

Lindsay Gleeson (2025) (Cross Street, Shiloh, IL) 

Deann Leonard (2025) (Cross Street, Shiloh, IL) 

Aaron Williams (2025) (Bel-Nor) 

Erica Ballantyne (2026) (Kirkwood)  Craig Snethen, MCFO appointed Ex-Officio 

Corrin Sherman (2026) (Kirkwood)   Mike Thayer, MCP appointed Ex-Officio 

Angela Sudduth (2026) (Kirkwood) – RESIGNED EFFECTIVE 9/2/2025 

Melissa Thomas (2026) (Cross Street, Shiloh, IL) 

Dennis Andrae (2027) (Kirkwood) 

Manda Macias (2027) (Twin Rivers) 

Eric Tripp (2027) (Columbia Fairview) 
 

Current Nominations for 5 Open Positions for the 3-year term: 
1. Jeremy Braun 
2. Andrew Dayton 
3. Lindsay Gleeson 
4. Deann Leonard 
5. Aaron Williams 
6. _____________________ 
7. _____________________ 
8. _____________________ 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Election for Finance Committee Members* 
 

The Finance Committee consists of the Mission Center Financial Officer Team, a Mission Center 

Council Representative, and four elected members. Two members will be elected at each annual 

Mission Center Conference.  
 

The Terms of Craig Brawley and Craig Ward expire on December 31, 2025. The Conference will 

elect two (2) persons to serve two-year terms (January 1, 2025 – December 31, 2026).  
 

Note:   Current elected committee members, Congregation, and the dates their terms expire 

Craig Brawley – Kirkwood (2025) 

Craig Ward – Jefferson City (2025) 

Gloria Crull – Fairview Columbia (2026) 

Tony Fantini – Cross Street, Shiloh, IL (2026) 
 

 

Nominations for two (2) Open Positions: 

1. Craig Brawley 

2. Craig Ward 

3. _______________ 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Election of East St. Louis Community Camps Board of Directors* 
 

The East St. Louis Community Camps Board of Directors consists of ten members elected by the 

Mission Center Conference and up to two Gateway MC President Team or MC Financial Officer 

Team Ex Officio member or their designee. The Conference will sustain the three (3) persons 

who are nominated by the ESLCC Board to serve a three (3) year term (January 1, 2026 – 

December 31, 2028). 
 

Note: Current Board members and the dates their terms expire: 
 

 DeAndre Taylor (2025) 

Darwin Walker (2025) 

 John Williams (2025) 

 Ramon Fultz (2026)  

 Lana McCarty (2026) 

Corrin Drones Sherman (2026) 

Antoinette Culp (2027) 

 Jeanne Murphey (2027) 

Cindy Reed (2027) 

Rodrick Howard Jr. (2027) 

Rick McKane, GMC MCP Designated Ex Officio 

Ron Saur, GMC MCFO Ex Officio or Designee 

 
Nominations for three Open Positions (Term January 1, 2026 – December 31, 2028):  

1. Darwin Walker 
2. John Williams 
3. DeAndre Taylor 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Ordination of High Priest  

World Church Leadership upon the recommendation of the Apostle and the Mission Center 

Presidents Team have approved the calls of Travis Jay. Harder and Dennis Gregory Andrea to 

the Office High Priest. The Mission Center is asked to approve these two calls on behalf of the 

church.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

Ordination of Seventy  

World Church Leadership upon the recommendation of the Apostle, Council of Presidents of 

Seventy and the Mission Center Presidents Team have approved the call of Ruth Maellen 

Richardson to the Office Seventy. The Mission Center is asked to approve this call on behalf of 

the church.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

  



*Items with an asterisk (*) may include additional or updated information at the conference. Page 6 of 11 

2026 Camp Woodland Hills Proposed Budget 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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2026 Gateway USA Mission Center Draft Budget – Revised^ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

^Budget was revised to include additional increases in the projected Insurance and InterFaith Partnership 

line items and final congregational pledge information. 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Resolution: Aid to Camp Woodland Hills – 2025  
 

Explanation: 
 
Camp Woodland Hills (CWH) experienced two significant events that affected their ability 
to rent the campgrounds in the Spring of 2025. The two events were, 1) freezing of the 
pipes in the Lodge and, 2) very high winds from a tornado in the area close to the 
campgrounds. Insurance claims helped with the recovery along with many volunteers who 
assisted getting the grounds to an operational state. Insurance, however, did not cover 
the loss of rental income. The CWH Board of Directors established that the loss of spring 
rental income was about $5,000.00. With this being the case, the following resolution is 
presented to the Gateway Mission Center Conference on Saturday, November 15, 2025, 
for consideration. 
 

 
Aid to Camp Woodland Hills – 2025  

 
Resolution: 
 
Resolved, that in line with the Gateway USA Mission Center Operating Reserve Policy, 
that $5,000.00 be withdrawn from the Operating Reserve, and be it further, 
 
Resolved, that these funds be given to Camp Woodland Hills to cover their loss of rental 
income in 2025, and be it further, 
 
Resolved, that the Gateway USA Mission Center Conference approve this resolution by 
the required two-thirds (2/3) majority. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



*Items with an asterisk (*) may include additional or updated information at the conference. Page 9 of 11 

2026 East St. Louis Community Camps Proposed Budget* 

 

The Board of Directors of the East St. Louis Community Camps will present their 2026 

Proposed Budget to the Gateway Mission Center Conference. The body will be asked to 

approve this proposed budget.  

(If this Proposed Budget is received prior to the Mission Center Conference, it will be 

forwarded to the body for review.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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2024 Gateway USA Mission Center Internal Financial Statement & Procedures 

Inspection Report 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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2024 Camp Woodland Hills Internal Financial Statement & Procedures Inspection 
Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 


